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Shirley Kouw was a faithful wife, mother and grandmother whose care for her family extended to her surroundings. She cherished time spent at home and made it a welcome place for all. 

Shirley was born at a time when America was recovering from the first World War and straining to rebuilt its economy. The nation’s can-do spirit was reflected in Charles Lindbergh’s solo flight across the ocean, Henry Ford’s mass production of the automobile, and the Suffrage Movement that won women the right to vote. On February 16, 1923, George and Ruth Baker of Arlington Heights, Illinois, were delighted by the birth of a daughter they named Shirley. Shirley spent her childhood in Illinois and moved to Michigan as a young adult. 

As a young woman, Shirley met and married Jack Kouw. Together they raised five children: Patricia, Merle, Jacqueline, Kathie and Jack Jr. Their lively home was made all the more beautiful by Shirley’s care. She graced the house with lovely decor, especially during the Christmas season. Some of the items she found on her garage sale outings also made their way into her home. For Shirley, home meant happiness.

The hospitality of Shirley’s home was extended beyond her family. She regularly fed the birds and had a soft spot for animals. When she ventured from home, Shirley enjoyed the casinos…especially if she won. 

Shirley lived a contented life surrounded by the joys of home and family. 

Shirley Kouw, age 84, of Holland, passed away on Wednesday August 29, 2007 in Holland Hospital. She was preceded in death by her husband Jack Kouw. She is survived by her children, Patricia Kennedy of Cropwell, AL, Merle and Moe Ogden of Holland, Jacqueline and Dennis Adams of Ft. Worth, TX, Kathie Kouw of Holland, and Jack Jr. and Linda Kouw of Grand Junction, MI; twenty-four grandchildren; 51 great grandchildren; 11 great great grandchildren; her brother, Ralph and Betty Baker of Holland; and several nieces and nephews. Funeral services will be held on Wednesday at 11:00am at the Saugatuck Chapel, Dykstra Lifestory Funeral Homes, 520 Lake Street, Saugatuck with Rev. Corwin Stoppel officiating. Visitation will be held on Tuesday from 5-8pm at the Saugatuck Chapel. Burial will take place in Riverside Cemetery in Saugatuck. Memorial Contributions may be given to Disabled American Veterans. Arrangements by Dykstra Life Story Funeral Homes, Inc., Saugatuck Chapel, www.lifestorynet.com

